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Name: Rolf Hougen
Place of Residence: Whitehorse
Occupation: Retired businessperson; 
founder of the Hougen Group of 
Companies.

How long have you lived in the Yukon?  
Seventy years—since 1944.

What brought you here? My parents. 
My father was a sailor who sailed around 
the world powered only by wind, but in 
1906 he came to the Yukon. He spent 
three years in Dawson City, about five in 
Alaska, and then returned to Norway. He 
met and married my mother, immigrated 
to Canada, and always dreamed of return-
ing to the Yukon. He did so in 1944.

What keeps you here? Originally it was 
business interests, but now it is also for 
family. I have six married children and 
18 grandchildren. They are all settled in 
Whitehorse, but many are off to univer-
sity currently. My wife, Marg, and I will 
never leave.

Settle the debate for us: What makes 
someone a “real” Yukoner? Someone 
who loves the Yukon and becomes in-
volved, whether in the arts, sports, or con-
tributing to making the Yukon a better 
place to live.

What’s the biggest tall tale you’ve told 
friends or family in the South about life 
in the North? No need to tell tall tales. 
Give them the facts about the magic and 
the mystery—that is the Yukon.

How do you get your friends or family 
in the South to come visit? Have you ever 
noticed that when Southerners are invited 
to the Yukon for a conference they come? 
Call and they will come!

Who is your favourite Yukon character 
of all time? How do you define character? 
I’ll give it a try. Wigwam Harry was fre-
quently hired to dig septic-tank holes. He 
was fast and strong, and when an owner 
reneged on paying him the full amount 
he went back to the house that night and 
filled the hole in. And of course, there’s 
Buzzsaw Jimmy, but that’s a whole other 
story.

I wouldn’t change ____ for all the gold 
in the Klondike. Anything.

What’s the best meal you’ve ever had in 
the territory? Chris and Liz Van Oeveren 
ran a steakhouse called 202, located at 2nd 
Ave. and Steele St. in Whitehorse, in the 
1950s. Outstanding steaks, memorable at-
mosphere, great service, and the hosts were 
exceptional.

What’s one thing about the Yukon that 
more of us should take advantage of? 

Visit Dawson City and learn about the 
exciting gold-rush history. And if you’d 
asked for more than one thing, I’d say visit 
all the Yukon communities and drive the 
Dempster Highway.

What’s your favourite piece of little-
known Yukon trivia? When the Canadi-
an Army and Air Force took over from the 
American military following the building 
of the Alaska Highway, there were numer-
ous black-tie events throughout the year. 
They were great for the community, and 
many of our citizens who live in White-
horse today became Yukoners as a result 
of serving in the military in Whitehorse. 
I met my wife Margaret at the Queen’s 
Coronation Ball.

What do you wish more Canadians 
knew about life here? Some years ago a 
councillor in the territory suggested we 
erect a gate at the border to prevent too 
many people from coming to the Yukon. 
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The territory's pre-eminent businessperson,  
Rolf Hougen, shares thoughts on his home
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Tapping our favourite sourdoughs for their take on the territory

He did not want to upset the quiet lifestyle. 
Now, however, we want them to know 
about the territory’s beauty and vastness, 
and to come to visit or move here. Times 
have changed. We have great cultural ac-
tivities, sports, theatre, music, and more.

Where is your favourite place in the ter-
ritory? A difficult question. Our wilderness 
cabin would be number one.

What’s the best up-close-and-personal 
encounter you’ve had with the local 
wildlife? Over the years, we’ve had many 
sightings of all sorts of Yukon wildlife. The 
only actual physical encounter was when a 
bear came into our kitchen while we were 
sitting in our cabin.

You’re on the phone to a friend from 
the Outside. No one from the govern-

ment is listening. Do you say “Yukon” or 
“The Yukon”? Only “The Yukon”—it sets 
us apart from the other provinces and ter-
ritories.

When the cold and dark gets to you, 
where do you go to recharge? We love the 
Yukon winters. We don’t travel because of the 
weather, but we do take vacations because we 
simply love to travel and see new places.

Dog mushing or snowmobiling? 
Snowmobiling, but I love dog teams. Un-
fortunately, I don’t have one to run!

How cold is too cold? We always skied or 
snowmobiled down to –25°C. Colder than 
that was too cold for outdoor recreation.

What author, musician, band, or artist 
from the territory do you think should 

be more famous? Al Oster—who wrote 
and performed over 100 northern songs—
should have had national exposure. And 
Hank Karr—who sang many Oster songs 
and his own compositions—had the voice to 
go far beyond a Yukon audience.

You’ve just won a huge jackpot at Dia-
mond Tooth Gerties Casino, and you 
have 24 hours to spend it in the Yukon. 
Where are you headed? I would give the 
money to the Yukon Foundation scholar-
ship fund to go toward helping youth in 
need.

Finally, what does “The Spell of the  
Yukon” mean to you personally? It 
means the magic and the mystery, the great 
beauty and scenery, the generosity of Yu-
koners in general, and the colourful history 
of the Yukon. Y

inside

"... THE FACTS ABOUT THE MAGIC AND THE MYSTERYTHAT IS THE YUKON."


